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Abstract: Confucius (551 — 479BC),named Qiu,,also known as Zhongni, was a great
philosopher, politician, educator, the founder and the spirit idol of Confucianism of the Spring and
Autumn Period of Chinese History.

This article is to study the Sage’s Traces Pictures of Confucius, which are the carrier of the
inheritance and development of spirit of Confucianism. By reviewing the pictures and records
handed down to us, in the aspect of history and art, this article presents a comprehensive overview
of the development of the Sage’s Trances Pictures of Confucius throughout every Chinese dynasty.
Although there are only a few of real image and texts of Sages Traces Pictures of Confucius still
existed today, and the earliest version we could trace is from Ming Dynasty, this article aims to
re-present the beginning and subsequent development of Sages Traces Pictures of Confucius, by
tracing and interpreting those ancient pictures and records.

In the process of the heritage and development of Confucianism in china, the idea and spirit
represented by Confucius, has integrated with the carrier of Confucian ideas. For the majority of
the general population, the carrier of ideas is more visible and acceptable for them to learn and
adopt. It happens that the most ancient Confucians have utilized pictures and texts, which were one
of the most intuitively acceptable carriers in developing and passing down the concepts of
Confucianism. And the Sage’s Traces Pictures of Confucius is an example of imagery carrier. This
article will discuss from the following aspects:

The first part will focus on the formation of the Sage’s Traces Pictures of Confucius. Starting
from the beginning of modeling the image of Confucius by Confucian, the article reviews the
different forms and methods used by the ancient Confucian in praise and publicity of
Confucianism. Furthermore, this article studies in depth on the initiatives to used images as a new
carrier in developing Confucianism. In turn, the reason and background for the use of the Sage’s
Traces Pictures of Confucius can be inferred.

The second part of the article reviews the development of the Sage’s Traces Pictures of
Confucius. It covers the study from the catalyst of the development in Sage’s Traces Pictures of
Confucius, to the every first version of the Sage’s Traces Pictures of Confucius still existed today,
so that it gives a re-appearance of how Sage’s Traces Pictures of Confucius could be used in the
heritage of the deeds and thoughts of Confucius. In the aspect of concept, it has directly
represented and published Confucianism, by connecting and going deep into people’s daily lives;
In the aspect of manner, it utilizes current conditions and explores other new forms of carrier,
instead of restricting to one single form and content as the carrier of culture; In the aspect of
purpose, it combines the form of carrier and the content of culture that needs to be carried on, so
that the carrier and content can be synchronized and benefit each other. In other words, by linking
the heritage of culture and the practices in real life, the promoting of Confucianism will have



substance to let inheritors experience the culture and spirit more closely, instead of jut offering
empty words and feelings to people. In turn, it makes people easily accept the concept of
Confucianism.

In the third part, the article gives a discussion on aesthetic value of the Sage’s Traces Pictures
of Confucius, from the aspects of artistic creation and form of painting. By studying the forms of
artistic expression in Sage’s Traces Pictures of Confucius of each dynasty, it offers a closer view
on its contribution to the inheritance and development of art.

The fourth part reviews and summarizes the enlightenment and contemporary significance of
the Sage’s Traces Pictures of Confucius. From the point of innovation of the Sage’s Traces
Pictures of Confucius in different dynasties, as well as the spirit in each period, the article offers a
view that the historical and cultural heritage of traditional Chinese culture should have its
materialize new ideas and new means, which could establish suitable carrier for current period.
The past experience in promoting Confucianism gives a foundation and acts as a engine for
promotion of traditional culture and academic nowadays. It could also be seen as realistic
reference for the modern revival.

Keywords: Confucius, the Sage’s Traces Pictures of Confucius, Heritage, Development

Definition: The Sage’s Traces Pictures of Confucius, which presents the image of the Cemetery
of Confucius and the Confucius Temple, is actually a Confucius Chronicles, but in the form of
picture. It is one of the earliest comic books in Chinese history, and has a very important position
in the history of printmaking in China.

Zheng Zhenduo had honored the Sage’s Traces Pictures of Confucius (Ming dynasty,
Zhengtong 1444 edition) as "a valuable great works in the history of Chinese prints." "Due to the
advocating activities of the ruling class, as well as the efforts of the majority of educators and
artists, Confucius worship and faith has gone deep into almost every corner of the society in Ming
and Qing Dynasties. While the rulers of various dynasties respected Confucius mentality in
different ways, it is no doubt that Confucius and Confucianism had become the main idol of the
ideology and culture of the entire society.”
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